First Sunday After The Epiphany
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Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor, (205) 915-7215, fatherrichard@stelias.org
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Liturgy Schedule
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Daily 8:00 am Holy Days 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.
Lector Schedules
Saturday, January 9, 2021, 5:00 pm:
Lector: Paul Bolus
Intention: George Boohaker (Req. by Christopher C. Bakey)
Sunday, January 10, 2021, 8:00 am:
Lector: Beverly Kimes
Intention: Sadie & Nasri Akl (Req. by Antoine & Zmorrod Garnem)
, 2010:30 am:
Lector: Joe Harrison
Intention: John & Selma Domit (Req. by Al & Deborah Blanchard)
Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.
Monday, January 11, 2021:
Tuesday, January 12, 2021:
Wednesday, January 13, 2021:
Thursday, January 14, 2021:
Friday, January 15, 2021:

Herb Habshey (Req. by Janice Toner, Elaine Kassouf & Omra Kassouf)
Souls in Purgatory (Req. by Sam & Nadine Maalouf)
George S. Stephen (Req. by Gerry & Beverly Kimes)
Rosalie Sacco (Req. by Rosa-Marie Sacco)
Michael Childress (Req. by Elizabeth Boackle Family)

Saturday, January 16, 2021, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, January 17, 2021, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, January 17, 2021, 10:30 AM:

Father Richard (Req. by Parishioners of St. Elias)
Alex & Lucile Shaia (Req. by the Shaia Family)
Father Richard (Req. by Parishioners of St. Elias)

A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.

Pastor’s Corner

The Year of St. Joseph
12/08/20 – 12/08/21

Sympathy is extended to Shelby Bishop and
her family on the death of her father,
Mr. Charles Baggett, who died on
January 4, 2021.
“Eternal rest grant unto him, O
Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon him.”
Retirement Celebration Weekend for
Chorbishop Richard Saad
5:00 Saturday, January 16
Liturgy
celebrated by Father Richard and Bishop
Elias; Program immediately following liturgy
in church. For the safety of all, masks will
be
required
at
all
times
in
the
church. Attendance in the church will be on
a first come, first served basis. Once the
church is full, ushers will escort you to the
hall for livestreaming.
The liturgy and
program will be livestreamed.
10:30 Sunday, January 17 Liturgy celebrated
by Father Richard and Bishop Elias which will
be livestreamed; immediately followed by
Parish and Public Open Reception honoring
Chorbishop Richard Saad until 2:30pm in
the church hall. All attendees must wear
masks at all times. The number of people
allowed at one time in the hall will be
limited by holding people at the entrances if
the crowd exceeds current safe capacity at
any one time.
Proper social distancing
inside the church hall and while in line to
enter if necessary will be enforced
throughout the reception (6 feet apart). No
food or drink will be allowed to be
consumed as part of the reception but
guests will be given a box of Lebanese
sweets and a prayer card as a thank you for
attending.

Is Christmas over? Oh, oh, what does that
mean? What did you think Christmas was
this year? People said it was not the same.
But, no, most people got together as they
should.
I think we should think of that as we now
enter a different Season that seems to come
so fast.
It was strange when we saw Jesus as a
baby and now being baptized at the
Epiphany so soon. It shows us how he was
like anyone else, knowing what He would
be doing. And we should do the same.
We have to remember for ourselves, as we
go through this year, still to be close like at
Christmastime and to do so much to be
better in what we do and to use the gifts
God has given us.
And now we enter the Season of Epiphany.
Happy Epiphany!

Flowers on the Altar
January 9-10, 2021
Donated by Paul & Wanda
Elkourie in honor of Father
Richard’s birthday.
ALTAR FLOWERS may be donated
by calling LaVonne Williamson,
(205) 936-9569.
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Christ is King

From the Desk of Abouna Peter

I am actually writing this letter toward the beginning of the week on January 5th.
Today is the day that the Senate runoff race is taking place in Georgia, but I do not
yet know the results. That is an important race because it will decide which party
gains control of the Senate. On Wednesday, the electoral college is supposed to
formally submit its votes. I imagine that will get ugly because there are a lot of hurt
feelings on both sides. As you read this letter, these elections have already come to a
conclusion. I am going to make a prediction that no matter what happened in these
elections, one side or the other is unhappy, and there is political unrest.
Few things can cast a shadow on our life like trouble in politics. Our well-being is
tied to our politicians ability to lead well and make good decisions. When there is
trouble in the political realm, it can lead to trouble in our spirits too.
An appropriate Scripture passage that can help to put politics in its proper
perspective is Isaiah 6:1. Here the prophet Isaiah receives a vision of heavenly glory,
and he writes the following: "In the year that King Uzzi'ah died I saw the Lord sitting
upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple." It's amazing how
much meaning can be in a single verse of Scripture! The first half of the verse talks
about the death of King Uzzi'ah. Whenever a king died, it was a source of anxiety and
fear for all who were under him. Will there be a struggle for power? Will the next king
be just and treat us well? Will other nations attack us while we are vulnerable and
without a leader?
The latter half of the verse gives us a contrasting image. Even while the throne of
Israel is unoccupied, God remains on His throne, and His power is magnificently
displayed in his train of long flowing robes. While earthly kings and politicians are
passing, God's sovereignty is never shaken.
We can use this passage as a source of consolation for us when politics troubles us.
It's true that we have to give some level of trust to fragile, earthly institutions run by
sinful men and women, but as Christians, our ultimate faith is not in any human
institution, but in God. No matter what happens here on earth, God is in control,
watching carefully over His beloved children.
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We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick: Georgia
Shalhoop, Gatha Brand, Josephine Wehby,
Cindy Blankenship, Don Stewart, Donald
Taccone, and Louise Josof.
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish
sick unless it is specifically requested to be on
the Sick List. Call 251-5057, ext. 3, to be on our
prayer list.

If you are suffering from the Corona
Virus or if you know someone suffering
from it, please reach out to us so we
can pray for you. We will keep your
information private if you ask.
---Father Richard & Abouna Peter
Sympathy is extended to Renee Bahakel and
her family on the death of her brother,
Mr. George Bakhache, who died in
Lebanon last month.
“Eternal rest grant unto him, O
Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon him.”

Bulletin Ads Coming in 2021
Beginning January 2021, you will be able to
buy a business ad for the weekly bulletin.
This is your chance to let your fellow
parishioners know about the services you
provide. It also gives your Church family a
listing of the best places to do business.
See page 7 for prices and ad sizes and more
info on how to place your 2021 ad.

ORGANIZATIONS
•
•
•
•
•

JR. MYO: No scheduled events this week.
MYO: No scheduled events this week.
MYA: Weekly Bible Study, 7:00pm Mondays.
SEMA: No scheduled events this week.
MMSE (Men’s Group): No scheduled events this
week.
• Ladies’ Altar Society: Wednesday, Jan. 13,
Zoom Meeting 11:00 AM.
CONTRIBUTIONS:
January 3, 2021: $34,626.00
Festival Donations: $670.00
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is
also available at the Saint Elias website:
www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes now
and sign up for this convenient way to give to St. Elias
and also to Lebanon Relief. You can schedule it once
and you are done.
Some upcoming expenses:
• New Rectory;
• Repurpose current rectory;
• New roofs needed on current rectory and both
schoolroom wings;
• Masonry work to fix leaks coming in through the
walls;
• Upgrade old schoolrooms with new paint and
flooring;
• New doors for the church hall.
And so much more if we have the funds.
Thanks so much for your consideration. A Blessed
New Year to you all.

National Apostolate of Maronites
Spiritual Lenten Retreat

Saturday - March 20, 2021
Basilica and National Shrine of Our Lady of
Lebanon, North Jackson, OH
(See detail on page 6)

“For a Christian to speak or act publicly
in a pro-choice manner is a scandal to
the Gospel and Name of Jesus Christ.”
Fr. Frank Pavone
Director, Priests for Life
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January 4, 2021
Dear St. Elias Parish:
After much discussion, prayers and consideration concerning the planned events for January 1617th, 2021 concerning the retirement celebration for Father Richard as pastor of St. Elias
Church, the following decisions have been made due to continuing concerns with the COVID
Pandemic:
1.

Postponing the planned banquet to Honor Father Richard until tentatively the Saturday
before the 2021
St. Elias Picnic, July 24th, 2021. We would roll any tickets already
purchased to this event and will gladly refund anyone who wants a refund at this time. Just
Contact the church office.

1.

After the 5 pm Liturgy on January 16th celebrated by Father Richard and the Bishop, a 30-45
minute presentation in the church will occur. It will be livestreamed to the parish and
consists of talks from Father Richard, Bishop Elias, Abouna Peter and presentations of some
awards and gifts to Father Richard from the parish. We will have overflow seating in the
Hall. Seating in the church will be limited on a first come first served basis.

1.

After the 10:30 am Liturgy, which will also be celebrated by Father Richard and the
Bishop on January 17th, 2021, a public reception until 2:30 pm in the church hall will
occur. The attendance will be limited inside the hall at any one given time by holding
people at the entrance doors if the crowd inside is too large and requiring all
participants to be masked and socially distanced.
A small box of sweets and
commemorative prayer card will be given out as a parting thank you for all attendees.

We know that some parishioners will be disappointed that we are having to modify our plans for
this special weekend but hope that everyone understands the circumstances warrant that we
make adjustments while still having a true transition as Father Richard retires as Pastor of St.
Elias Church after 48 years as pastor and 49 years as a priest.

Norman E. Bolus,
Special Task Force Chair for the St. Elias Pastoral Council to Honor Father Richard
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ST. ELIAS BULLETIN AD SPACE
• Ads will begin in January 2021.
• Ads must be purchased for six months (26 weeks) or a year (52
weeks);
• You may pay for your ad using the online giving site that you use for
your weekly contributions. There will be a button for Bulletin Ads.
• Send your copy (business card or other ad) to Rosa-Marie Sacco at the
St. Elias Church Office, 836 8th Street, South, Birmingham, AL 35205
along with information on the size ad you want.
• If there are any issues with the ad, Rosa-Marie or Jimmy Mezrano will
contact you to resolve them.
• We are giving first rights to parishioners. If all ad space is not sold, we
will invite non-parishioners to place ads.

Ad Size
Small Ad (22 spots)
For 52 weeks
For 26 weeks
Medium Ad (5
spots)
For 52 weeks
For 26 weeks
Large Ad (7 spots)
For 52 weeks
For 26 weeks

Parishioner
Cost

Non-Parishioner
Cost

$520.00
$390.00

$780.00
$520.00

$780.00
$520.00

$1,040.00
$650.00

$1,040.00
$650.00

$1,300.00
$780.00

SMALL
1 ½” x ¾”
LARGE
3” x 1 ½”
MEDIUM
1 ½” Square

