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836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL  35205-4567
Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057 Church Hall (205) 252-3867

Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor, (205) 915-7215, fatherrichard@stelias.org

Reverend Peter Zogbi, Associate Pastor, (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org
Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org
Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon  - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon

Liturgy Schedule

Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am and 10:30 am

Daily 8:00 am Holy Days 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.

Lector Schedules

Thursday, December 31, 2020, 6:00 pm Vigil: Lector: Anthony Bolus
Intention: Parishioners of St. Elias

Friday, January 1, 2021,  10:30 am: Lector: Valerie Wepfer
Intention: Parishioners of St. Elias

Saturday, January 2, 2021, 8:00 am: Lector: Beverly Kimes 
Intention:  Parishioners of St. Elias

Saturday, January 2, 2021, 5:00 pm: Lector: Norman Bolus
Intention: Deacon Sam Wehby (Req. by the Family)

Sunday, January 3, 2021, 8:00 am: Lector:  Mark Numnum
Intention:   George S. Stephen (Req. by Norman & Lisa Bolus)

ctober 11, 2010:30 am: Lector: Maron Boohaker
Intention: Abraham & Mary Boackle (Req. by Clara Boohaker & Family)

Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.

Monday, January 4, 2021: George C. Boohaker (Req. by Mary Milton)
Tuesday, January 5, 2021: Joseph L. Boohaker (Req. by Paul & Theresa Bolus)
Tuesday, January 5, 2021, 6:00 pm Vigil:  All those suffering with COVID-19
Wednesday, January 6, 2021: Parishioners of St. Elias (Req. by Father Richard & Abouna Peter)
Thursday, January 7, 2021: John Boackle (Req. by Janice Toner, Elaine Kassouf & Omra Kassouf)
Friday, January 8, 2021: James Mercer (Req. by Michael Gray)

Saturday, January 9, 2021, 5:00 PM: George C. Boohaker (Req. by Christopher Bakey)
Sunday, January 10, 2021, 8:00 AM: Sadie & Nasri Akl (Req. by Antoine & Zmorrod Garnem)
Sunday, January 10, 2021, 10:30 AM: John & Selma Domit (Req. by Al & Deborah Blanchard)
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Pastor’s Corner

The Year of St. Joseph
12/08/20 – 12/08/21

Feast of  the Epiphany
Wednesday, January 6, 2021, is the Feast of  
the Epiphany. Vigil liturgy will be on Tuesday, 

January 5, at 6:00 PM and the  Feast Day 
liturgy will be at 8:00 AM.

First Confession/Communion
January 5, 2021 @ 7:00 PM, there will be a 
Zoom meeting for First Confession/
Communion parents with Abouna Peter 
and teachers. Please mark your calendars 
to attend.  The Zoom link will be emailed to 
you.

Did you have a good Christmas?  I like it when 
someone says “How was Christmas for you?”.  Yes, 
but when we hear that we think that it is finished. 
And so, we remember for these important days 
that are coming up that Epiphany is a few days 
away.  The Season is not finished yet!

I thought everything went very well, but we always 
hope that we have more people.  Having the four 
liturgies was good for some people.  It was great!  
We still need more people coming  every weekend.  

Having gone through this year will give us great 
hope we can always be together as we follow Jesus.   
There is hope for something to end the pandemic.  
We pray for those that are trying to help us be free 
of the Corona Virus. 

I thanked everyone who helped prepare the church 
and the liturgies for Christmas and those who came 
to confession.  For myself, I want to thank everyone 
who gave me a gift. 

Our prayers are that the New Year will be a safe 
and healthy one for all of us.  Make sure you get 
ready for a new year. Peace!

Father Richard’s Retirement

Tickets to Father Richard’s Retirement Dinner,
January 16, 2021, can be purchased by going to
the St. Elias website at www.stelias.org or by
calling Rosa-Marie Sacco, 205-251-5057 ext. 3 or
Beverly Kimes, 205-837-2558. Tickets are $25
each and seating will be first-paid/first-seated.

Mr. Ben Louis Zarzaur
who died on December 22, 2020.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,
and may perpetual light shine upon him.



From the Desk of Abouna Peter
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Why New Year’s Resolutions Fail
Despite the fact that so many New Year’s resolutions fail, I think they are a wonderful

practice. Even though we seem to fail every year, we are still willing to get back up to make
another commitment. That perseverance is commendable. Sometimes trying is more noble
than achieving. Still, I’m sure we would all be much happier if we actually achieved our
resolutions and overcame our weaknesses. Nevertheless, I think there is an important
spiritual reason why we fail, and learning this may bring us the key to success. The problem
is we don’t understand the value of the weaknesses that we are trying to overcome.

Despite the fact that we resent our weaknesses and set resolutions to overcome
them, they are usually what end up deepening our relationship with God. When we have a
hurdle to climb, a sin to overcome, a task to achieve, the first thing we do is say a little
prayer asking God for help. The truth is, so much of our relationship with God comes from
asking for help that if we always got what we wanted right away, what reason would we
have to call out to Him? If every New Years resolution came true, it is likely that we would
stop praying and lose our awareness of how much we need God.

This creates a problem. We want to overcome our weaknesses, but we also need our
weaknesses to keep us coming back to God. Does that mean all of our resolutions are
doomed to fail? No. What we need is to develop a new type of prayer that we can say to
God even when we achieve all that we set our minds to. We need a way to pray when
everything is going well so that we don’t lose sight of how much we need God. The prayer
that we need to develop is a prayer of thanksgiving.

When we are thankful to God we recognize that we need Him, even when everything 
is going well. We realize that our good circumstances are like a mansion that we can live in 
and enjoy, but it is a mansion which is built on a foundation that God provides. Our lives 
are built on the foundation of His grace.

Therefore, I think we will find that if we learn to adopt an attitude of thanksgiving, 
God will be more willing to help us overcome our weaknesses. That way we give God the 
assurance that even when all is good, and we have achieved all that we want to achieve, 
we will keep coming back to Him, acknowledging Him as the source of our success.

Wishing you a blessed New Year!



ORGANIZATIONS

• JR. MYO: No scheduled events this week 
• MYO: No scheduled events this week.
• MYA: Weekly Bible Study, 7:00pm Mondays; 
• SEMA: No scheduled events this week.
• MMSE (Men’s Group): No scheduled events this

week.
• Ladies’ Altar Society: No scheduled events this

week
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CONTRIBUTIONS:
December 27, 2020: $43,484.83
Festival Donations:  $7,650.00

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is
also available at the Saint Elias website:
www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes now
and sign up for this convenient way to give to St. Elias
and also to Lebanon Relief and the Orphanages in
Lebanon. You can schedule it once and you are done.
Thanks so much.

As we wind down 2020, we would like to thank the
members of the church for all of your generous
donations through this trying year. As you are aware
we have had many expenses this year and will have
many next year. We would appreciate any year-end
donation you could give at this time. It will be put to
good use. Don’t forget you might also be able to take
advantage of the Cares Act this year allowing adjusted
gross income tax deductions for qualified charities of
up to 100 percent. Consult your tax advisor.

Some expenses we had this year:
• Additional deacon/priest;
• Office administrator;
• New lighting for the Cross (to be installed soon);
• Permanent Livestreaming.

Some upcoming expenses:
• New Rectory;
• Repurpose current rectory;
• New roofs needed on current rectory and both 

schoolroom wings;
• Masonry work to fix leaks coming in through the 

walls;
• Upgrade old schoolrooms with new paint and 

flooring;
• New doors for the church hall.

And so much more if we have the funds.

Thanks so much for your consideration. A Blessed 
New Year to you all.

We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick: Georgia 
Shalhoop, Gatha Brand, Josephine Wehby, 
Cindy Blankenship, Don Stewart, Donald 
Taccone, and Louise Josof.

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish 
sick unless it is specifically requested to be on 
the Sick List. Call 251-5057, ext. 3, to be on our 
prayer list.

We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick: Georgia 
Shalhoop, Gatha Brand, Josephine Wehby, 
Cindy Blankenship, Don Stewart, Donald 
Taccone, and Louise Josof.

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish 
sick unless it is specifically requested to be on 
the Sick List. Call 251-5057, ext. 3, to be on our 
prayer list.

The Saint Rose Academy Open House for
students in 3-year-old kindergarten through
8th grade will take place on Sunday, January
10, 2021 from 1 to 4 p.m. Tours of our campus
will be available by appointment. Please
contact Vivian Hults for an appointment. Saint
Rose Academy is located at 1401 22nd Street S.
Birmingham, AL 35205, tel. 205-933-0549.
Visit us at www.strosebhm.org for our Virtual
Open House and Tour.
Veritas et Caritas in the Dominican tradition

Bulletin Ads Coming in 2021

Beginning January 2021, you will be able to 
buy a business ad for the weekly bulletin. 
This is your chance to let your fellow 
parishioners know about the services you 
provide.  It also gives your Church family a 
listing of the best places to do business.

See page 5 for prices and ad sizes and more 
info on how to place your 2021 ad.

I you are suffering from the Corona Virus or if 
you know someone suffering from it, please 
reach out to us so we can pray for you. We 
will keep your information private if you ask.

---Father Richard & Abouna Peter



• Ads will begin in January 2021.
• Ads must be purchased for six months (26 weeks) or a year (52 

weeks);
• You may pay for your ad using the online giving site that you use for 

your weekly contributions. There will be a button for Bulletin Ads.
• Send your copy (business card or other ad) to Rosa-Marie Sacco at the 

St. Elias Church Office, 836 8th Street, South, Birmingham, AL 35205 
along with information on the size ad you want.

• If there are any issues with the ad, Rosa-Marie or Jimmy Mezrano will 
contact you to resolve them.

• We are giving first rights to parishioners. If all ad space is not sold, we 
will invite non-parishioners to place ads.
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SMALL
1 ½” x ¾”

LARGE     
3” x 1 ½”                

MEDIUM
1 ½” Square 

ST. ELIAS BULLETIN AD SPACE

Ad Size Parishioner 
Cost

Non-Parishioner 
Cost

Small Ad (22 spots)
For 52 weeks $520.00 $780.00 
For 26 weeks $390.00 $520.00 

Medium Ad (5 
spots)
For 52 weeks $780.00 $1,040.00 
For 26 weeks $520.00 $650.00 

Large Ad (7 spots)
For 52 weeks $1,040.00 $1,300.00 
For 26 weeks $650.00 $780.00 
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