The Genealogy of Jesus
December 19-20, 2020

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL 35205-4567
Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057 Church Hall (205) 252-3867
Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor, (205) 915-7215, fatherrichard@stelias.org
Reverend Peter Zogbi, Associate Pastor, (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org
Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org
Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon
Liturgy Schedule
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Daily 8:00 am Holy Days 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.
Altar Servers & Lector Schedules
Due to COVID-19 concerns, Altar Servers are not currently being scheduled.
Saturday, December 19, 2020, 5:00 pm:
Lector: Philip Wehby
Intention: Antoine Fahed Ghossain - 40 Days (Req. by Isabelle B. Mathis)
Intention: Habib & Dora Butrus (Req. by the Family)
Sunday, December 20, 2020, 8:00 am:
Lector: Beverly Kimes
Intention: George Boohaker (Req. by the Marinelli Family)
ctober 11, 2020, 10:30 am:
Lector: Sidney Wehby
Intention: Eddie Mizerany (Req. by Joe Atchley)
Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.
Monday, December 21, 2020:
Tuesday, December 22, 2020:
Wednesday, December 23, 2020 :
Thursday, December 24, 2020:

Sadie Joseph – 9 Days (Req. by Carlo Joseph)
Lillie Rumore - Mother of Deacon Terry Rumore (Req. by Birmingham Diocese
Rose Hawie (Req. by The Family)
Avis Booth - Mother of Fr. Jim Booth (Req. by Birmingham Diocese)

Christmas Eve & Christmas:

All Christmas Liturgies are offered for the Parishioners of St. Elias
See Page 5 for Christmas schedule

Saturday, December 26, 2020, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, December 27, 2020, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, December 27, 2020, 10:30 AM:

Vincent & Lovie Salvagio, Oscar Wehby, Steve Walker,
Joe Azbik, Jr.(1st Anniversary) (Req. by the Families)
Ernest Joseph Family (Req. by Patrick & Rosie Joseph Charles
George Sidney Stephen - 40 Days & Ann Sa'eed Stephen 1 Yr. Ann.
(Req. by The Family)

Christmas Liturgy
Schedule
Is on Page 5
See note concerning
COVID-19 social
distancing and an
additional liturgy to
help keep you
safe.

Christmas Novena
The Christmas Novena will
continue through December 23,
as follows:
• Saturday, Dec 19: 6:00 PM
• Sunday, Dec 20: 7:00 PM
• Monday, Dec 21: 7:00 PM
• Tuesday, Dec 22: 7:00 PM
• Wednesday, Dec 23: 7:00 PM

Pastor’s Corner

“Lord, when you come on that great Morning,
escorted by the heavenly angels, separating
the just from the unjust, show us your
kindness.
On that Day when the hosts of Gabriel and
Michael will appear, separating the just from
the unjust, show us your kindness.
The Morning of the Lord is dawning; light your
lamps, and on the Day of judgment, you will
enter the paradise of light.”
This prayer is from our Wednesday evening
prayer during the Season of Announcement.
It is a good reminder for us to get our hearts
ready to receive Jesus on Christmas Day which
is fast approaching.
Use these next few days before Christmas to
focus on the spiritual riches of the Season.

Christmas Poinsettias

Mrs. Sadie Joseph

who died on December 12, 2020.
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord,
and may perpetual light shine upon her.
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Please see the form on page 7 with
instructions on how to donate a
poinsettia in honor of or in memory
of a loved one. These flowers will be
placed on the altar for Christmas.

-3-

Dear St. Elias Parish Family,

From the Desk of Abouna Peter

Those of you who have been reading the bulletin are aware that the pastoral council has developed a
planning committee to discuss long term plans for the church and its property. Some of these plans
will be coming about rather soon, and we want to make sure the entire parish is informed about them
so that no one is taken by surprise and to give you a chance to comment.
When Bishop Elias last came, he brought some issues to our attention, which, after a year of being
here, I can see need for them to be addressed. One issue is that the sacristy is too small relative to the
number of priests, deacons, vestments, and supplies that it has to hold. Secondly, there is not enough
office space, and the Bishop did not like the idea of the clergy and staff conducting business in what is
essentially the back of the church. Ideally, we would need three offices and a conference room in
order to function properly. Finally, the rectory is in dire need of a renovation as it has several
structural problems due to age.
The Bishop also proposed an idea which I believe is the most efficient way to resolve these problems.
We hope to move the offices out of the back of the church. The spaces which were used as offices
could then be part of an expanded sacristy. The rectory, since it has to be renovated anyway, could
then be converted into additional office space. There would be room to add other needed features
like a bridal suite, a conference room, or anything else that could benefit the church.
The final question then becomes, where should the rectory be? After much discussion and thought on
this, the plan is to purchase a home off campus that is walking distance or a short drive to the church
which will function as a rectory. For those who don't remember the early days of St. Elias, believe it or
not, the rectory was not adjacent to the church. It is actually a common setup, and one that has been
recommended to me by clergy and by the Bishop himself. It makes sense for three reasons: it gives the
priest an opportunity away from the office to collect himself; and to pray in silence. This is something I
have come to see is very important in the midst of a busy schedule. In addition, we believe that the
cost of purchasing a current house will be much less expensive than building a new rectory on the
current property. Finally, the planning committee is considering other uses for the property the church
currently owns with a proposal to be submitted in the near future.
Above all, I want to emphasize this point: moving the rectory off of the church property will not make
me more distant from the affairs of the church. On the contrary, having that space where I can pray
and collect myself will make me more focused to handle administrative duties, to be present in your
lives, and to perform the sacraments. I truly see this as a way that I can become more present, not
less.
Please see this as an attempt to keep you updated regarding changes we are considering in the
church. This has been and will continue to be our policy moving forward.
In conclusion, please accept my continued prayers and warm wishes for a Merry Christmas.
In Christ,
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Sympathy is extended to Carol Wehby and her
family on the death of her
mother, Mrs. Daphine Clark, who
died on December 7, 2020.
Eternal rest grant unto her, O
Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon her.
We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick: Georgia
Shalhoop, Gatha Brand, Josephine Wehby,
Cindy Blankenship, Don Stewart, Donald
Taccone, and Louise Josof.
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish
sick unless it is specifically requested to be on
the Sick List. Call 251-5057, ext. 3, to be on our
prayer list.
Father Richard’s Retirement
Tickets to Father Richard’s Retirement Dinner,
January 16, 2021, can be purchased by going to
the St. Elias website at www.stelias.org or by
calling Rosa-Marie Sacco, 205-251-5057 ext. 3 or
Beverly Kimes, 205-837-2558. Tickets are $25
each and seating will be first-paid/first-seated.
(See Page 5)

Bulletin Ads Coming in 2021
Beginning January 2021, you will be able to
buy a business ad for the weekly bulletin.
This is your chance to let your fellow
parishioners know about the services you
provide. It also gives your Church family a
listing of the best places to do business.

ORGANIZATIONS
•
•
•
•
•

JR. MYO: No scheduled events this week
MYO: No scheduled events this week.
MYA: Weekly Bible Study, 7:00pm Mondays;
SEMA: No scheduled events this week.
MMSE (Men’s Group): No scheduled events this
week.
• Ladies’ Altar Society: No scheduled events this

week
• Pastoral Councili: See meeting summary of this
month’s meeting on Page 9.

CONTRIBUTIONS:
December 13, 2020: $7,221.00
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is
also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.
Please take a couple of minutes now and sign up for this
convenient way to give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon
Relief and the Orphanages in Lebanon. You can
schedule it once and you are done. Thanks so much.
As we wind down 2020, we would like to thank the
members of the church for all of your generous donations
through this trying year. As you are aware we have had
many expenses this year and will have many next
year. We would appreciate any year-end donation you
could give at this time. It will be put to good use. Don’t
forget you might also be able to take advantage of the
Cares Act this year. Consult your tax advisor.
Some expenses we had this year:
• Additional deacon/priest;
• Office administrator;
• New lighting for the Cross (to be installed soon);
• Permanent Livestreaming.
Some upcoming expenses:
• New Rectory;
• Repurpose current rectory;
• New roofs needed on current rectory and both
schoolroom wings;
• Masonry work to fix leaks coming in through the walls;
• Upgrade old schoolrooms with new paint and flooring;
• New doors for the church hall.
And so much more if we have the funds.

See page 8 for prices and ad sizes and more
info on how to place your 2021 ad.

Thanks so much for your consideration. A Blessed New
Year to you all.
--St. Elias Finance Committee
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St. Elias
2020 Christmas
Liturgy Schedule
Confessions:
Saturday, December 19 from 4-4:30 PM
Thursday, December 24 from 11AM-12PM

Liturgies:
An additional vigil liturgy has been added, due to
COVID-19 restrictions, to allow more of you to attend
while maintaining social distancing. Please note
that once the church is filled to allowable capacity,
overflow will be seated in the Church Hall where the
liturgy will be live-streamed.

Thursday, December 24, 2020:
Vigil Liturgy – 3:00 PM
Vigil Liturgy - 5:00 PM
Friday, December 25, 2020
12:00 AM Midnight Liturgy
10:30 AM Liturgy
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA
I would like a poinsettia placed on the altar at Christmas
In honor of:
In memory of:
Purchased by:

Poinsettias are $10 each and can be purchased by sending a check to
the Church Office, Attn: Rosa-Marie or by contacting LaVonne
Williamson @205-936-9569. Please order by December 23, 2020.
(Church mailing address: 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, AL 35205)
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ST. ELIAS BULLETIN AD SPACE
• Ads will begin in January 2021.
• Ads must be purchased for six months (26 weeks) or a year (52
weeks);
• You may pay for your ad using the online giving site that you use for
your weekly contributions. There will be a button for Bulletin Ads.
• Send your copy (business card or other ad) to Rosa-Marie Sacco at the
St. Elias Church Office, 836 8th Street, South, Birmingham, AL 35205
along with information on the size ad you want.
• If there are any issues with the ad, Rosa-Marie or Jimmy Mezrano will
contact you to resolve them.
• We are giving first rights to parishioners. If all ad space is not sold, we
will invite non-parishioners to place ads.

Ad Size
Small Ad (22 spots)
For 52 weeks
For 26 weeks
Medium Ad (5
spots)
For 52 weeks
For 26 weeks
Large Ad (7 spots)
For 52 weeks
For 26 weeks

Parishioner
Cost

Non-Parishioner
Cost

$520.00
$390.00

$780.00
$520.00

$780.00
$520.00

$1,040.00
$650.00

$1,040.00
$650.00

$1,300.00
$780.00

SMALL
1 ½” x ¾”
LARGE
3” x 1 ½”
MEDIUM
1 ½” Square
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St. Elias Maronite Church
Pastoral Council Summary of Minutes
The Pastoral Council meeting was held on December 14, 2020
•

The finance committee presented the monthly financial report. Ending bank balance was
$154,252.25. Monthly contributions and normal operating expenses remain consistent
Income
Expense
Net

20-Nov
$44,663
($49,315)
($4,653)

20-Oct
$31,057
($66,996)
($35,939)

YTD 2020
$490,186
($458,471)
$31,714



New lighting on the church steeple cross scheduled to be installed the week of December 20, 2020.



New live streaming camera has been installed and now streaming from the choir loft.



Maronite Adults (SEMA – Saint Elias Maronite Adults) - Members 36 years plus and any MYA
member wishing to participate please contact Jackie Seeman (jackie@semaanrealty.com). No event
scheduled for December. Diane Wehby reach-out committee mailed approximately 30 Christmas
cards for parishioners in need to show the parish is thinking about them and offer support for any
needs they may have.



St. Elias Men’s Group - Please contact Maron Boohaker (mjboohakermph@gmail.com) for
participation. November meeting was on the life of Saint John Chrysostom. December’s meeting is
12/17/2020 at 5:30pm with talk by Abouna Peter and confession before Christmas Novena.



Church Planning Committee continues to evaluate the church needs. Roof repairs / replacement are
needed for the church hall and both school rooms with repairs needed within 1 to 3 years. Rectory
roof replacement needed within the next 6 months. Estimates for repairs is $50,000 to $150,000.
Masonry work needed on facilities exterior for water damage prevention. More planning and
recommendation are underway, such as zoning survey, office space, outreach program for
parishioners, communication and evangelism.



Father Richard’s community wide retirement celebration planning continues with precautions and
consideration regarding current COVID pandemic. Main hall and school rooms almost full. 180
tickets sold.



Heating system in church hall is needing repair.



Consideration underway for an off-campus rectory house for Abouna Peter with current rectory use
as part of the multi-facility project.



New business advertisement in the weekly bulletin to be offered. Please check bulletin and email
for pricing and ad sizes.

