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Liturgy Schedule
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Daily 8:00 am Holy Days 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.
Altar Servers & Lector Schedules
Due to COVID-19 concerns, Altar Servers are not currently being scheduled.
Saturday, December 12, 2020, 5:00 pm:
Lector: Norman Bolus
Intention: Y Hawie, Jr. & Mike Kassouf Anniversary (Req. by the Family)
Sunday, December 13, 2020, 8:00 am:
Lector: Joe Wehby
Intention: Herbert Habshey (Req. by Tim & Deanna Davis)
ctober 11, 2020, 10:30 am:
Lector: Joe Harrison
Intention: George Boohaker (Req. by Drew & Michelle Tolleson)
Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.
Monday, December 14, 2020:
Tuesday, December 15, 2020:
Wednesday, December 16, 2020 :
Thursday, December 17, 2020:
Friday, December 18, 2020:

Nick Graffeo (Req. by the Graffeo Family)
Souls in Purgatory (Req. by Sam & Nadine Maalouf)
Joseph L. Boohaker (Req. by Mr. & Mrs. Leo Shaia)
Josephine Boackle (Req. by Janice Toner, Elaine Kassouf & Omra Kassouf
Marie Matta (Mother of Jamileh Koury at the Bishop’s Office) Req. by
Father Richard & Abouna Peter

Saturday, December 19, 2020, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, December 20, 2020, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, December 20, 2020, 10:30 AM:

Antoine Fahed Ghossain - 40 Days (Req. by Isabelle B. Mathis)
Habib & Dora Butrus (Req. by the Family)
George Boohaker (Req. by the Marinelli Family)
Eddie Mizerany (Req. by Joe Atchley)

Pastor’s Corner

All parishioners should have received a
letter this week concerning the 2020
Lebanese Food and Cultural Festival. The
letter is included on page 7.
The Festival gives 25% of all collections to
various charitable organizations. To date, we
have been able to donate $577,000.00 to
local, national and international charities.
If you would like to make your year-end
donation to benefit the Festival, please do
so now, by putting your donation in the
collection basket at the Liturgy, sending a
check to the Church office, or calling RosaMarie at 205-251-5057 ext. 3 and giving her
your credit card number. Please make a
note on your check that it is for the Food
Festival.
Any amount is appreciated and, as always,
all donations are tax deductible.

I hope everyone had at least a chance to think
about the Immaculate Conception of Mary this past
week. It was a great thing to think about even if you
were not here in person.
We still have many days before we celebrate
Christmas. This weekend we celebrate the
Revelation to St. Joseph. When you see Mary and
Joseph that should help you to know “this is coming
fast” and that we should start praying more than
usual. Even while going to find all of our Christmas
gifts. This is very important.
For us we will have the Christmas Novena beginning
on Tuesday, December 15 and continuing through
December 23. It is a great time to think about how
much God has given to us. Also, these days are
important for us to prepare ourselves by going to
confession, thinking about how we can improve in
the things that we have done- that is why we have
it. Then, at the end, we will be very close to the
Glorious Birth of Our Lord, a holyday.
Every Liturgy until Christmas helps us prepare for
this special Feast, especially the daily Liturgies.
Come and join us!

Christmas Novena
The Christmas Novena will begin
on December 15, 2020. Schedule
is as follows:
• Tuesday, Dec 15: 7:00 PM
• Wednesday, Dec 16: 7:00 PM
• Thursday, Dec 17: 7:00 PM
• Friday, Dec 18: 7:00 PM
• Saturday, Dec 19: 6:00 PM
• Sunday, Dec 20: 7:00 PM
• Monday, Dec 21: 7:00 PM
• Tuesday, Dec 22: 7:00 PM
• Wednesday, Dec 23: 7:00 PM
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Flowers on the Altar
The flowers on the altar were donated by
aaa
Pascale & Leon Boackle
(newlyweds) in
memory of their grandfathers:
Mr. Michel Aboujaoude
Mr. Joseph Garnem, and
Mr. Leon Boackle.
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A Lesson from Abouna Peter
On Boredom
One of the effects of this pandemic that may have taken us by surprise is boredom.
We have more free time, and less to do with that free time since we have to stay at home.
That’s why everyone started finding new hobbies. If you’ve noticed, things like bicycle
equipment, bread-makers, video-game consoles and the like are very hard to get your hands
on now. That’s because people bought them in droves to address one thing: boredom.
Boredom does not get enough credit for being a real problem in the spiritual life. We
see it as a problem for youth, but the reality is, even for adults, boredom can be very
dangerous and often pressures us to commit sin. In Catholic Tradition, we talk about sloth as
being one of the seven deadly sins. We usually think of it as being something like laziness,
but actually it is more closely related to boredom. It’s when spiritual things fail to uplift our
spirits like they are supposed to. We become sluggish toward everything that is
transcendent and beautiful. That can be agonizing, and can make us desperate to feel any
emotion, even if we have to sin to achieve it. It’s no wonder the Christian philosopher Soren
Kierkegaard once said, “Boredom is a root of all evil.” The first time I read that I thought it
was overstated. After this pandemic, I think there might be something to it.
Thankfully Kierkegaard gives us a solution to boredom, but it’s not what we expect it
to be. Our first response when we are bored is to do more or buy more to stay busy.
Kierkegaard would say instead of doing more, try doing less. Instead of buying more things
to entertain ourselves, we should try to make use of what we already have.
It may feel uncomfortable when we first try that, but here is the wisdom behind it.
First, working with what we have teaches us to be creative. When we are creative, we have
more control over how we entertain ourselves. We stop depending on our circumstances to
make us happy, and we learn how to create happiness out of any situation. Second, working
with what we have teaches us to appreciate things more. If we can derive pleasure from the
beauty of a small flower on the side of the road, imagine how mesmerizing a beautiful
sunset will be to us. When we learn to appreciate the little things, we come to realize that
the whole world is filled with beauty. Boredom then becomes unthinkable.
To conclude, let me give you an example of how this worked for me. I recently
acquired a digital watch. I hadn’t worn one in a long time, but when I was setting up the
clock, I was reminded of a game I used to play when I was a kid. I would change the mode to
the stopwatch setting. Then I would start and stop the timer as fast as I could. The goal was
to get the fastest time possible. I tried this again recently when I had some time to kill and
set a new personal record at 0.06 seconds. Can you beat it?
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• JR. MYO: No scheduled events this week
• MYO: No scheduled events this week.
• MYA: Weekly Bible Study, 7:00pm Mondays; See
notice below about National MYA Zoom mtg.
• SEMA: No scheduled events this week.
• MMSE (Men’s Group): Adoration & Confession,
5:30 PM, Thursday, December 17, 2020.
• Ladies’ Altar Society: No scheduled events this

week

Christmas Poinsettias
Please see the form on page 6 of the
bulletin with instructions on how to
donate a poinsettia in honor of or in
memory of a loved one. These flowers will
be placed on the altar for Christmas.

CONTRIBUTIONS:
December 6, 2020: $7,207.00
Maronite Patriarchal Charities: $506.00
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is
also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.
Please take a couple of minutes now and sign up for this
convenient way to give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon
Relief and the Orphanages in Lebanon. You can
schedule it once and you are done. Thanks so much.

Father Richard’s Retirement

We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick: Georgia
Shalhoop, Gatha Brand, Josephine Wehby,
Cindy Blankenship, Don Stewart, Donald
Taccone, Sadie Joseph, and Louise Josof.
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish
sick unless it is specifically requested to be on
the Sick List. Call 251-5057, ext. 3, to be on our
prayer list.

aaa
The St. Elias Columbarium: There are still niches
available in the St. Elias Columbarium. If
interested in purchasing one, please come to the
Church Office or contact Chorbishop Richard.
Urns (handmade by the Trappist Monks in Georgia)
are in stock and can be purchased as needed.

Tickets to Father Richard’s Retirement
Dinner, January 16, 2021, can be
purchased by going to the St. Elias
website at www.stelias.org or by calling
Rosa-Marie Sacco, 205-251-5057 ext. 3 or
Beverly Kimes, 205-837-2558. Tickets are
$25 each and seating will be firstpaid/first-seated. (See Page 5)
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA
I would like a poinsettia placed on the altar at Christmas
In honor of:
In memory of:
Purchased by:

Poinsettias are $10 each and can be purchased by sending a check to
the Church Office, Attn: Rosa-Marie or by contacting LaVonne
Williamson @205-936-9569. Please order by December 23, 2020.
(Church mailing address: 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, AL 35205)
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Dear Parishioner:
Plans are under way for our 23rd Annual Lebanese Food and Cultural Festival to be held Friday,
April 16, and Saturday, April 17, 2020** from 10:00 AM to 9:00 PM each day. The 9th Annual Cedar
Run 5K will be postponed to 2022 – next impact charity of the race will be Just Keep Smiling – a local
organization that assists families with children in medical crisis.
We are asking you to make a donation to the festival to help offset our ever-increasing expenses.
Please put your cash or check in the enclosed envelope. You can put your envelope in the basket at Mass or
mail it to the Church. As always, this donation will be tax deductible and any amount is appreciated. We in
turn will continue to give back to our community by donating 25% of the total proceeds of the festival to
various charitable organizations. To date, our festival has been able to donate over $577,000 to local,
national and international charities.
**Please note that the festival date is subject to change if COVID-19 is not contained in time for us to
safely prepare or have a festival. Will keep everyone updated as to when cooking sessions may begin
or if the festival will need to be moved to a later date in 2021. Any donation will be used toward the
next festival, hopefully in 2021 or 2022 if necessary.
We are grateful for any help and assistance in making our 23rd Annual Lebanese Food and Cultural
Festival a success as we continue to showcase our rich faith and heritage to the community!
To you and your families,
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
In Christ,

Abouna Peter Zogbi
Associate Pastor
St. Elias Maronite Church

Anthony J. Bolus
Chairman
23rd St. Elias Festival

