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Liturgy Schedule
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Daily 8:00 am Holy Days 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.
Altar Servers & Lector Schedules
Altar Servers are not currently being scheduled.
Saturday, October 31, 2020, 5:00 pm:
Lector: Norman Bolus
Intention: Sam & Lily Boackle (req. by St. Elias)
Sunday, November 1, 2020, 8:00 am:
Lector: Mark Numnum
Intention: The Zyne Family (req. by Hixie Stephens)
ctober 11, 2020, 10:30 am:
Lector: Joe Harrison
Intention: Eddie Mizerany – 9 Day (req. by the Mizerany Family)
Intention: Youssef & Fareedy Harika (req. by the Harika Family)
Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.
Monday, November 2, 2020:
John Boackle (req. by Costanzo & Shirley LaRussa)
Tuesday, November 3, 2020:
Souls in Purgatory (req. by Sam & Nadine Maalouf)
Wednesday, November 4, 2020 :
Loraine Boackle (req. by Lynn Jabaley)
(10:00 AM Ladies’ Altar Society Liturgy)
Thursday, November 5, 2020:
Virgie Elkourie (req. by Polly & Dody Rookis)
Friday, November 6, 2020:
Margaret Graffeo (req. by the Graffeo Family)
Saturday, November 7, 2020, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, November 8, 2020, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, November 8, 2020, 10:30 AM:

George Boohaker (req. by Jimmy Bakey)
Herbert Bolus (req. by the Bolus Family)
Norman Azar (req. by the Azar Family)

We are happy to announce the
Banns of Marriage for the
First Time for

Rhianna Zaidan &
Ben May
REMINDER
Friday, November 6, 2020 is the
1st Friday of the Month
Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament will begin after the 8:00 AM
Liturgy and will continue until 4:00 PM.
Men’s Hour is 11:45 AM – 1:00 PM
Many thanks to Carlo and Dianne
Joseph for donating the labor and
materials to repair the storm drain
and upgrade the design to brick
pavers on the Southside entrance to
the Church Hall.
Sick Corner
Please pray for our parish sick: Georgia
Shalhoop, Gatha Brand, Josephine Wehby,
Cindy Blankenship, Don Stewart, Jeff &
Shelby Bishop, and Donald Taccone.
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish
sick unless it is specifically requested to be on
the Sick List. Call 251-5057, ext. 3, to be on
our prayer list.
ATTENTION ALL WHO WORK WITH OUR YOUTH!
You are required to comply with Eparchial guidelines
for Safe Environment Training. Go to www.stelias.org
for the guidelines. Thanks for all who have already
completed the requirements.

Ladies’ Altar Society
Teacup Raffle – see page
four of this bulletin.

Pastor’s Corner
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How did Halloween go for you? We were glad to be able
to offer something here at the church for the
children. Thanks to all who helped! Now we can focus
on celebrating all of the saints on November 1! After all,
that is the real reason for “All Hallows Eve”.
Happy New Year! This is the beginning of our liturgical
year. There are 2 special weekends to start the year off.
This weekend we celebrate the Consecration of the
Church and next weekend we will celebrate the Renewal
of the Church. Let this not be just a ceremony about the
church building but about the consecration and renewal
of ourselves and our devotion to God.
We have a lot to look forward to in the coming weeks
and months in our Liturgical Year even though we are
still dealing with the difficulties of the pandemic. Let us
stay focused on God.

We will celebrate Father Richard’s
49 Years of Service to St. Elias
The weekend of January 16-17, 2021
Details coming soon!
Bishop Zaidan’s Prayer for November

Being Thankful & Generous
Remember, O Lord, all your people, grant us the
grace to be truly thankful for all your blessings.
Let us not be like the nine healed lepers who did
not give thanks to God, but rather like the one
Samaritan man who was healed and returned to
Jesus and praised God for his healing.
In gratitude, we ask your blessings upon our
nation and her people and make us all truly
thankful to you for our abundance. Remember,
also, O Lord, the poor in our midst and through
our hands grant them their needs.
We pray to you, O Lord.
Most Rev. Abdallah E. Zaidan, M.L.M.

ORGANIZATIONS
• JR. MYO: No scheduled events this week.
• MYO (& MYA): Trunk & Treat, Saturday, 10/31/20
3:00-4:45 in St. Elias Parking Log
• MYA: Weekly Bible Study, 7:00pm Mondays
• SEMA: No scheduled events this week.
• MMSE (Men’s Group): No scheduled events this
week.
• Ladies’ Altar Society: 10:00AM Liturgy,
Wednesday, 11/4/20; meeting/lunch to follow

Maronite Christian Formation Classes are BACK!
All classes from Pre-school – Teens are meeting in
person on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. MYO will meet in
their room. No breakfast is being served at this time.
No food is allowed to be brought into the hall.
Parents of students are welcome to remain in the hall,
practicing social distancing and safety guidelines.
BRING YOUR CHILDREN.
CONTRIBUTIONS:
October 25, 2020: $12,919.00
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is
also available at the Saint Elias website:
www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes now
and sign up for this convenient way to give to St. Elias
and also to Lebanon Relief and the Orphanages in
Lebanon. You can schedule it once and you are done.
Thanks so much.
See the church website www.st.elias.org for a letter
from the Bishop suggesting worthy causes to help in
Lebanon.

Walk to End Alzheimer’s: The
St. Elias Ladies’ Altar Society is
participating in the 2020 Walk to End Alzheimer’s on
November 15, 2020. You can donate online by using the
link to our team: https://act.alz.org.goto.steliasladies
OR mail a check directly to Diane Wehby made out to the
Alzheimer’s Association. If you need support with a
loved one suffering from Alzheimer’s or dementia, visit
alz.org or use their free 24/7 Helpline at 800.272.3900.

Thoughts from Abouna Peter
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“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That
to secure these rights, Governments are
instituted among Men…”

We have heard these words countless
times. Many of us even had to memorize them
in school, but have we ever really come to
understand what they mean? When the
founding
fathers
inserted
this
into
the Declaration of Independence, they were
making the point that governments exist to
protect three rights: life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. An even closer look will
reveal that the fathers listed these three rights
in order of fundamentality. The prior rights
are a necessary precondition for the latter
rights. We cannot pursue happiness without
liberty. We cannot have liberty without life.
Therefore, the most fundamental of the three
rights that government should protect is life.
If a government fails to protect the right to
life, it has failed to satisfy its purpose on the
most fundamental level.
The Church stands by this principle
wholeheartedly. Pope St. John Paul II stated
this eloquently in his Encyclical Evangelium
Vitae when he wrote, “It is impossible to
further
the
common
good
without
acknowledging and defending the right to life,
upon which all the other inalienable rights of
individuals are founded and from which they
develop.” Here we see once again the right to
life being listed as the most fundamental of
all rights. Though there are many issues on
the table this election, it is important as
Catholics that we recognize not all issues are
equal. The right to life takes a special priority
among other issues. With that, let us all offer
prayers for this upcoming election, that the
man who ascends to office will be an
instrument in the hands of God.

PS: Included with this bulletin, as a help, are three
attachments concerning our decision-making
process as Christians. (PJZ:rms)
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What does it mean to form my conscience?
Catholics have a long tradition of engagement in the
public square. Sometimes that engagement requires
making difficult moral decisions that impact our own
lives and those of others. Our conscience can help
guide the decisions we make. The Second Vatican
Council guides us: “Always summoning [one] to love
good and avoid evil, the voice of conscience can when
necessary speak to [one’s] heart more specifically: do
this, shun that” (Gaudium et Spes 16). However, our
conscience doesn’t just come to us when we are born.
We must work throughout our lives to form it through
prayer, learning, and conversation.
How do I form my conscience?
It takes time to form our consciences so that we can
make well-reasoned judgments about particular, reallife situations. The Church teaches that it is important
to work continually on conscience formation so we can
be prepared to make decisions whenever the
opportunity arises. Some specific ideas to form your
conscience are:
1. Begin by being open to the truth and what is right.
2. Study Sacred Scripture and the teaching of the
Church.
3. Examine the facts and background information
about various choices and be discerning in where we
gather information.
4. Prayerfully reflect to discern the will of God
(Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, no. 18).

Additionally, it is important to consider how our
community of faith can help us form good consciences
through some of these steps:

1

Catechism of the Catholic Church (2nd ed.). Washington, DC:
Libreria Editrice Vaticana–United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB), 2000, no 1777

1) Seek the prudent advice and good example of
trusted leaders and others to support and enlighten
our conscience.
2) Learn about the authoritative teaching of the
Church.
3) Pray for the gifts of the Holy Spirit to help us
develop our conscience.
4) Regularly partake in an examination of
conscience to hear God’s voice in your life.1
Doing the work of forming our consciences can seem
daunting. Fortunately, we have many church teachings
that can help us in this important task. Forming
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship is an important
resource for U.S. Catholics and helps us prayerfully
reflect on how we can apply Church teaching in our
civic life. “Conscience is not something that allows us
to justify doing whatever we want, nor is it a mere
"feeling" about what we should or should not do.
Rather, conscience is the voice of God
resounding in the human heart, revealing the
truth to us and calling us to do what is good while
shunning what is evil.”2
Here are some questions for further reflection:
1. When has my conscience guided me to “do good and
avoid evil”?
2. What are some key resources I can use to form my
conscience?
3. Forming conscience is a “lifelong task.” What do I do
to regularly form my conscience? What more should I
do?

*USCCB. Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship.
Washington, DC: 2015, no. 17

Copyright © 2019, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. All rights reserved. This text may be
reproduced in whole or in part without alteration for nonprofit educational use, provided such reprints
are not sold and include this notice. Find this pledge and other resources and prayers at civilizeit.org
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Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles

September 22, 2020
Dear Friends,
I hope you are all doing well and that you are all healthy and happy.
In this past year, there have been many changes in our lives. We have tried our best to stay
connected despite the difficulties and challenges.
Now, the United States of America is preparing itself for the upcoming general election in
November. As Catholic Citizens of this country, we have a sacred role and obligation to make
informed decisions when we vote. This is not about partisanship, affiliations, or choosing one
candidate over another but simply about choosing our elected officials and voting on issues by
following our conscience and Church teachings.
There are many key issues up for vote in November and there are things we must remember
when we determine our choice. As Catholics we have a duty to be true to our faith and to the
teachings of the Church. We must respect and value the dignity of every person as our faith
teaches us. Our choices should focus on the common good of all people and not just personal or
political interests.
When you vote this November, I ask you to stay informed, pray, and reflect on your choices. As
both Catholics and citizens of this country, we have a responsibility to participate in the civil life
of the United States, but we must follow Christ’s teachings when making these decisions.
If anyone would like to know more, please refence the United States Conference for Catholic
Bishops page Forming Consciousness for Faithful Citizenship
https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-peace-human-development/forming-consciences-faithfulcitizenship.
With my sincere best wishes and prayers, I remain
Yours in Christ,
Yours in Christ,
+A. Elias Zaidan
Bishop of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles

1021 S. 10th St., St. Louis, MO 63104 ● Tel: (314) 231-1021 ● Fax: (314) 231-1418
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